
The Texas State Historical
Association has chosen to affili-
ate with the University of

North Texas due, in part, to the institu-
tion’s dedication to Texas history
research and the support of the UNT
faculty through their involvement with
TSHA. Housed in Austin since the
Association’s founding in 1897, the
main TSHA office plans to move to the
Denton campus in the fall as part of the
new liaison. 

The Association has enjoyed a long-
standing relationship with UNT and its
history faculty. Among those welcoming
TSHA to the UNT campus are Fran
Vick, current TSHA president and for-
mer longtime director of the UNT
Press; Randolph “Mike” Campbell,
TSHA president 1993–94 and editor of
the Southwestern Historical Quarterly;
Richard B. McCaslin, author of the

recently published history of TSHA, At
the Heart of Texas; Donald Chipman;
and F. Todd Smith.

Fran Vick foresees that, “It will be
high profile for UNT to have TSHA on
campus, and it will be enriching for
both of us.” In her future plans for the

Association at UNT, “We anticipate
bringing schoolteachers and students to
campus to participate in special events
sponsored by TSHA and the
Department of History.”

In all, the 2008 TSHA president
believes the affiliation with UNT
“made for a good marriage.”

Gayle W. Strange, chair of the UNT
System Board of Regents, notes that the
partnership between the two institutions
will serve the future of education in
Texas well. She states that, “UNT stu-
dents, the North Texas communities
and the entire state will benefit from
this new collaboration, as together
UNT and the association continue the
work of preserving and strengthening
Texas’s heritage.” 

UNT will soon begin work on space
to house TSHA offices for the move
planned for the fall.
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TSHA Planning to Affiliate with the University of North Texas

TSHA plans move to the University of North Texas in Denton. (Courtesy UNT/University Relations, Communications and Marketing.)

Fran Vick, TSHA president and former UNT
Press director with TSHA Fellows and UNT
history faculty, (l-r) Donald Chipman, F. Todd
Smith, Richard McCaslin, and Mike
Campbell (Courtesy Jonathon Reynolds,
The North Texan.)
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