
The Texas State Historical
Association has chosen to affili-
ate with the University of

North Texas due, in part, to the institu-
tion’s dedication to Texas history
research and the support of the UNT
faculty through their involvement with
TSHA. Housed in Austin since the
Association’s founding in 1897, the
main TSHA office plans to move to the
Denton campus in the fall as part of the
new liaison. 

The Association has enjoyed a long-
standing relationship with UNT and its
history faculty. Among those welcoming
TSHA to the UNT campus are Fran
Vick, current TSHA president and for-
mer longtime director of the UNT
Press; Randolph “Mike” Campbell,
TSHA president 1993–94 and editor of
the Southwestern Historical Quarterly;
Richard B. McCaslin, author of the

recently published history of TSHA, At
the Heart of Texas; Donald Chipman;
and F. Todd Smith.

Fran Vick foresees that, “It will be
high profile for UNT to have TSHA on
campus, and it will be enriching for
both of us.” In her future plans for the

Association at UNT, “We anticipate
bringing schoolteachers and students to
campus to participate in special events
sponsored by TSHA and the
Department of History.”

In all, the 2008 TSHA president
believes the affiliation with UNT
“made for a good marriage.”

Gayle W. Strange, chair of the UNT
System Board of Regents, notes that the
partnership between the two institutions
will serve the future of education in
Texas well. She states that, “UNT stu-
dents, the North Texas communities
and the entire state will benefit from
this new collaboration, as together
UNT and the association continue the
work of preserving and strengthening
Texas’s heritage.” 

UNT will soon begin work on space
to house TSHA offices for the move
planned for the fall.
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT

TSHA Planning to Affiliate with the University of North Texas

TSHA plans move to the University of North Texas in Denton. (Courtesy UNT/University Relations, Communications and Marketing.)

Fran Vick, TSHA president and former UNT
Press director with TSHA Fellows and UNT
history faculty, (l-r) Donald Chipman, F. Todd
Smith, Richard McCaslin, and Mike
Campbell (Courtesy Jonathon Reynolds,
The North Texan.)
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M ore than 750 history
scholars and enthusiasts
assembled for an expand-

ed four-day 112th Annual Meeting on
March 5–8, 2008 at the Omni Bayfront
Tower Hotel in Corpus Christi. Held in
partnership with the Hispanic Heritage
of Texas Project, the meeting included a
record sixty-three informational ses-

sions covering a wide range of Texas
history. In addition, an array of events—
presentations, award presentations,
receptions, and banquets—contributed
to the memorable meeting.

After a book reading on the first
evening, the festivities continued the
next day at the Historian’s Perspective
Luncheon that featured Dr. George

Wright, president of Prairie View A&M
University. His rousing talk on
“Historically Black Colleges and
Universities” highlighted challenges and
opportunities for institutions of higher
learning to serve students. 

On Thursday night at the Awards
Banquet, eleven awards and fellowships
were presented as TSHA officially rec-
ognized significant contributions to the
study of Texas history. Joyce Roach,
chair of the Fellows committee,
announced the 2008 Fellows: Dan K.
Utley, Greg Cantrell, and Bruce A.
Glasrud.  The evening concluded with
the induction of all past TSHA Fellows
into the newly established Society of
Fellows of the TSHA. To designate the

TSHA ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
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TSHA Meeting Spans Four Days

Joyce Roach announces Bruce A. Glasrud as a 2008 Fellow during the
Awards Banquet.

F. Todd Smith presents the H. Bailey Carroll to Brian D. Behnken
during the Awards Banquet.

Dr. George C.
Wright

answers a
question after
his talk at the

Historian’s
Perspective
Luncheon.

Malcolm D.
McLean,
1967 Fellow
received a
standing 
ovation at 
the Awards
Banquet.
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honor, Ms. Roach presented each mem-
ber in attendance a Society of Fellows
keychain. A complete list of the 2008
Awards and Fellowships appears in the
April issue of the Southwestern Historical
Quarterly and on the TSHA website.

On Friday, Bruce Shackleford of
PBS’s Antiques Roadshow fame clued in

the early morning audience to
“Collecting Ahead of the Trend” at the
Book Lovers’ and Texana Lovers’
Breakfast that was hosted in part by
Arcadia Publishing.

The Liz Carpenter Award was pre-
sented at the Women in Texas History
Luncheon to Juliana Barr for her book,
Peace Came in the Form of a Woman:
Indians and Spaniards in the Borderlands.
Noted author and Texas history special-
ist, Janice Woods Windle, addressed
incorporating historical research into
novels and cited her experiences in writ-
ing True Women, Hill Country, and 
Will’s War.

Held at the Museum of Science and
History on Friday evening, the
Presidential Reception honored incom-
ing TSHA president, Frances B. Vick.
Served in the heart of the astounding
exhibits, the Presidential Banquet fol-
lowed with a presentation by outgoing
president Frank de la Teja. He exam-
ined social morés in colonial San
Antonio in his address, “Why Urbano
and María Trinidad Can’t Get
Married.”

Book publishers introduced new
works and displayed old favorites in the
book exhibition. Offering superb items

headlined by two personally-guided
tours of vast personal collections of
Texana, one donated by J.P. Bryan and
the other by Red McCombs, the Silent
Auction raised funds to support the
Annual Meeting.

Make plans to attend the 113th
Annual Meeting that will be held in
Austin March 26–28, 2009.

TSHA ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

Mary Kelley, with Frank de la Teja
presents Juliana Barr with the Liz
Carpenter Award.

Teresa Rabalais bids at the Silent Auction.

Gary Smith (l) and Mike Miller (r) enjoy the
Presidential Reception and Banquet.

TSHA Business
Meeting

At the business meeting,
TSHA members voted to
pass the proposed changes
to the TSHA By-laws. The
new By-laws are available
on the website at
www.TSHAonline.org.
The Collection section of
the April Southwestern
Historical Quarterly carries a
summary of the business
meeting and an explanation
of the By-law changes. 

Heather and Kevin Wooten attend the
Presidential Reception and Banquet.

Events Feature Texas Historians
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

In addition to inaugurating Frances
Brannen Vick as TSHA president
at the Annual Meeting, elections

were held and new board members
were named. TSHA is honored to have
Dianne Powell serve as second vice
president. She joins Fran Vick, vice
president Walter L. Buenger, and past
presidents Frank de la Teja and Larry
McNeill in rounding out the 2008
TSHA officers. Jack W. Niland and
John Schoellkopf begin three-year
terms on the board of directors. All
bring valuable knowledge and a com-
mon love of history and TSHA to the
board. 

Details about their many accom-
plishments and an interview with Fran
Vick appear in the Collection section
of the April issue of the Southwestern
Historical Quarterly. The issue also fea-
tures the board members who have
agreed to serve a second three-year
term and those members who have ful-
filled their tenures.

Welcome New TSHA Board Members

Dianne Powell of San Antonio, Second Vice
President

John Schoelkopf of Dallas

Jack W. Niland of El Paso

Frances Brannen Vick of Dallas, President

Walter L. Buenger of College Station, Vice
President
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