
Kent Calder has been named the
executive director of the Texas
State Historical Association,

which will be housed in Denton this
fall. Selected after a national search,
Calder assumed his full-time position
July 1. 

As executive director, he represents
the association at public and govern-
mental functions, manages its personnel,
leads strategic planning and other initia-
tives of the Board of Directors and
develops and implements the associa-
tion’s annual budget and fund-raising
activities.

A Fort Worth native, Calder was the
TSHA’s director of publications from
2003 to 2006 before being hired as
director of Arizona State University’s
Scholarly Publishing Program. He said

he is honored to be chosen by the Board
of Directors to lead the TSHA as it
moves to UNT.

“Along with a chance to work again
with TSHA’s talented staff, the connec-
tion with UNT is a big reason why I’m
returning,” he said. “It feels good to be
coming home to Texas and have TSHA
associated with a university that cares so
much about Texas history. UNT pro-
vides a solid foundation for building a
bright future for TSHA.”

As TSHA’s director of publications,
Calder worked closely with history fac-
ulty members and built a strong rela-
tionship with the UNT Department of
History. Other members of the Calder
family have also developed close ties
with UNT. His son, Clay Calder, is a
2006 UNT graduate. His wife, Tara
Carlisle, earned two master’s degrees
from the university and was employed
by UNT Libraries.

Calder said he is looking forward to
working with the Board of Directors
and with Dr. Mike Campbell, UNT
Regents Professor of History and editor
of the Southwestern Historical Quarterly.
Calder was managing editor for the
publication for three years.

TSHA president Frances B. Vick
states that Calder “brings a lot of enthu-
siasm and a wealth of knowledge” to his
new position after holding management
positions with the Wisconsin and
Indiana Historical Societies. “He knows
other state associations, but he also
knows TSHA." 

In addition to his work on the
Southwestern Historical Quarterly, Calder
has edited the journals Traces of Indiana
and Midwestern History and Wisconsin
Magazine of History. He currently edits
the journal Documentary Editing for the
Association for Documentary Editing
and serves on the editorial board and
program committee for the American
Association for State and Local History.

Calder earned his bachelor’s degree
in English from the University of Texas
at Arlington and his master’s degree in
history and political science from Butler
University in Indianapolis. He received
additional education at the Seminar for
Historical Administration in
Williamsburg, Virginia, and the
National Historical Publications and
Records Commission Institute for
Editing Historical Documents, held in
Madison, Wisconsin.
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It feels good to be coming home to Texas and have
TSHA associated with a university that cares so much
about Texas history. UNT provides a solid foundation
for building a bright future for TSHA.—Kent Calder
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The Texas State Historical
Association proudly announces
the acquisition of the award-

winning Texas Almanac as a gift from 
the Dallas Morning News. With this
donation, TSHA gains the biennial 
publication and also the Almanac’s web-
site at www.TexasAlmanac.com and its
archive material.

The first edition of the Texas Almanac
was issued by the Galveston Daily News
in January 1857, twenty-one years after
Texas won its independence from
Mexico and only twelve years after join-
ing the Union. The focus of the earliest

editions of the Almanac was on history
and the workings of the state govern-
ment. By 1950, the Texas Almanac had
become a popular reference book on
resources, industries, commerce, history,
government, population, and other sub-
jects relating to the political, civic, and
economic development of Texas.

Printed in full color, the Texas
Almanac includes over 245 color photos
from the Gulf of Mexico to the West
Texas mountains and color relief maps
of Texas and each of Texas’s 254 coun-
ties. These unique county maps show
relief, major and minor roads, water-

ways, parks, and
other attractions.
Each county map is
accompanied by a
profile outlining that
county’s history,
physical features,
recreation, popula-
tion and economy.

The Texas
Almanac also
includes articles and
data about history
and government;
population and
demographics; the
natural environ-
ment; parks, sports
and recreation; busi-
ness and transporta-
tion; oil and miner-
als; agriculture; sci-
ence; education; and
culture. It even
includes a pronunci-
ation guide to Texas
town and county
names.

IN THE SPOTLIGHT

TSHA Acquires the Texas Almanac

2 r i d i n g  l i n e

2008–2009 Texas Almanac

Elizabeth Alvarez, editor Texas Almanac

Robert Plocheck, assistant editor, Texas
Almanac

The Dallas Morning News
has given a tremendous
gift . . . the venerable
Texas Almanac.

—Frances B. Vick
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Frances B. Vick, TSHA president,
said that “We are excited about this
important historical addition to the
Texas State Historical Association. The
Dallas Morning News has given a
tremendous gift to the people of
Texas—the venerable Texas Almanac.”

In addition, the acquisition provides
TSHA with two new staff members:
Elizabeth Alvarez, the editor since 2002,
and Robert Plocheck, the associate edi-
tor since 1994. They and the Almanac’s
extensive archives will join the rest of
the TSHA staff at the UNT campus.

Alvarez points out that each biennial
Almanac is a picture of the two-year
period it encompasses. The staff surveys
banks, county extension agents, mayors,
state agencies, and county clerks,
among many other sources. Plocheck
traverses the state taking photographs,
focusing on certain regions each year. 

The staff receives a variety of
queries. Alvarez has been asked to pro-
vide the enrollment records for The
University of Texas and Texas A&M

University from 1940–1950. Producers
of the film Charlie Wilson’s War contact-
ed her in desperation to obtain the con-
gressional district map for Congressman
Wilson. Plocheck successfully re-
searched Almanac archives to retrieve it. 

As before, copies of the Texas
Almanac, in both hardcover and paper-
back, are available through Texas A&M
University Press, at http://www.
tamu.edu/upress or (800) 826-8911.

THE TEXAS ALMANAC

Top: Grimes County
Courthouse in
Anderson.

Middle: The town
square in Clarksville.

Right: The Barrilla
Mountains at
Balmorhea.

All photos by Robert
Plocheck
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2009 ANNUAL MEETING

Save March 26–28, 2009 for
TSHA Annual Meeting

The Association will hold its
113th Annual Meeting March
26–28, 2009, at the Palmer

Events Center in downtown Austin.
The date differs from that of other
years, so mark your calendar now to
attend the meeting.

The meeting sessions, banquets,
events, book exhibits, and silent auction
will occur at the Palmer Events Center
on the banks of sparkling Lady Bird
Lake (previously Town Lake). 

Accommodations are available for
attendees at three nearby hotels: the
Embassy Suites Hotel, the Holiday Inn
Town Lake, and the Hilton Garden Inn.
Reservations can be made now at each
of the hotels using the group code,
“TSHA Annual Meeting,” for special
rates. Please refer to the TSHA website
at www.TSHAonline.org for a complete
list of rates and reservation links for
each hotel.

For easy transport, shuttle service

will be offered continu-
ously throughout the day
between the three hotels
and the Palmer Events
Center. For those attend-
ing evening events and
banquets, the shuttle
service will transport
attendees back to the
three hotels. Parking will
be available at the Palmer
Events Center garage for
those who prefer to drive. 

The TSHA Program Committee,
under the leadership of the chair,
Caroline Crimm, has constructed an
excellent meeting program to include
subjects covering a wide range of Texas
history. The session presentations are
designed to appeal to both academic
historians and lay enthusiasts. Session
titles include: “Double, Double, Oil and
Trouble,” “Anything Men Can Do,
Women Can Do Better,” and “Texas
Music: The Sounds and Rhythms of
Lone Star History.” In January 2009,
the annual meeting program will be

mailed and posted on the website at
www.TSHAonline.org. 

The TSHA Annual Meeting
Committee, chaired by Jane Monday,
suggests that you expect some surprises
among the traditional favorites to enliv-
en your experience. 

What else can you expect from a
town that bills itself as “The Live Music
Capital of the World” and whose
favorite slogan is “Keep Austin Weird”? 

Just be sure to save March 26–28
for the best three days of Texas history
at the 2009 TSHA Annual 
Meeting.

Palmer Events Center in Austin, courtesy Austin CVB.

TSHA Receives Humanities
Texas Grant

The Association is pleased to have
recently received a grant from
Humanities Texas to construct

an online resource database for educa-
tors tentatively named the Texas
Educator Resource Center for Social
Studies. The database will include les-
son plans, staff development opportuni-
ties, and student programs; museum and
historic site exhibits and programs;
print and audio-visual materials; speak-
ers and living history programs; special

events and celebrations; and online
exhibitions. 

Not only will the database consoli-
date a wide variety of relevant educa-
tional resources, it will be searchable by
a variety of categories. For example,
users will be able to retrieve primary
source material for immigration
through Galveston in 1886 or obtain
audio-visual curriculum resources for

teaching about Texas cattle drives.
Presented in a visually appealing for-

mat, the database will be searchable by
keywords consistent with current state
curriculum and browsed by subject mat-
ter, resource types, and the Texas
Essential Knowledge and Skills stan-
dards. To ensure academic appropriate-
ness, all additions to the database will be
reviewed by certified educators coordi-
nated by TSHA. The project, in cooper-
ation with the University of North Texas
Libraries and the Texas State Library
and Archives Commission, should be
completed in the fall of 2009.

TSHA NEWS
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