Engaging Activities

To present the concept and engage the students in the lesson, start with the following activity.

   1. Write the words "Progressive Era" on the board. Have the students brainstorm what that terms means to them, everything they know about it or just what comes to their mind when they see those words. Write their comments on the board. Discuss the meaning of the term and provide a brief overview of what caused that era. Explain to the students that they will be researching various reform movements that took place in Texas during the Progressive Era. 

   2. Have the students work in groups of 3-4 and provide each group with a set of "Reform Movement" index cards. Each group will match the title of the reform group with its goal and notable individuals associated with it. Have fun and compare the results. Tell the students that each group will be assigned one of these movements to research. 

