CATTLE BRANDS
Brands are marks on livestock used to show ownership.  Some of the famous brands in Texas include:

6666- THE 4 6’S- Owned by Samuel Burkburnett (legend says he won the money for the ranch in a card game, and his winning hand was 4 sixes.)
Running W- The King Ranch- Owned by Richard King

JA- The J A – Owned by John Adair and managed by Charles Goodnight

XIT- The XIT- Owned by the Capitol Syndicate

Imagine you are a Texas cattle rancher.  You are living in the era of the open range system.  In order for you to be able to identify your cattle, you must develop and design an example of your own brand.

Remember, brands were specific to each ranch.  They can be initials such as John Adair’s, or symbols, such as the King Ranch’s, running W.

Additional Brand information can be found in the Handbook of Texas and the website for the Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association.

BRAND:

Describe and evaluate the significance of your brand.
Ranchers chose to place their brands in one of 3 main areas on each animal.  Some chose the hip, some the side, and others chose the jaw of the cow.  Where would you choose to place your brand and why?  

