Statehood Procedures

Engaging Activity

· Divide the class into four groups.  Assign one of the roles below to each group.

· Texians for annexation

· Texians against annexation

· U.S. citizens for annexation

· U.S. citizens against annexation

· Inform the students that they have three-four minutes to develop arguments for their point of view. 

· Have each group share its side with the class.

· Tell the students that they will be researching notable individuals involved with the annexation of Texas.  They will then discover if their arguments were valid concerns in favor of or against the annexation of Texas. 

· After conducting their research, they will return to their groups and as a culminating activity the class will participate in a debate over the issue.

Procedure

· Assign a notable individual to each student.  Refer to website below. http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/ref/abouttx/annexation/players.html
· The students will conduct research in the library or over the Internet.

· http://bopedia.com/en/wikipedia/j/jo/john_tyler.html
· http://bopedia.com/en/wikipedia/j/ja/james_knox_polk.html
· http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/ref/abouttx/annexation/index.html
· http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/
· http://www.tamu.edu/ccbn/dewitt/dewitt.htm
· http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/AA/hda3.html
· http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/JJ/fjo42.html
· http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/AA/far2.html
· http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/EE/fel9.html
· http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/HH/fhe14.html
· http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/DD/fdu2.html
· http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/LL/fla15.html
· http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/HH/fho73.html
· http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/WW/fwh8.html
· http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/MM/fmu14.html
· http://tides.sfasu.edu/home.html
· http://www.bchm.org/wrr/war/p3c.html
· http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/texmenu.htm
· http://www.dallashistory.org/history/texas/annexation.htm
· The students will return to their groups to prepare arguments for their point of view to be presented in the classroom debate. 

· The teacher will conduct a classroom debate over the issue.  While the debate is taking place, each student will complete two “Annexation Ovals.”   One oval for the Texian arguments and one oval for the U.S. arguments.

· After all groups have presented their arguments, the students may choose to move to a different group.

· To conclude the activity, the students will participate in “Don’t Break the Piggy Bank” activity.  The students are told that they have “X” amount of dollars. They are to write a summary about what they learned from today’s activity and each word they write is worth “X” amount of cents. They can’t break the piggy bank by writing more words than they have money for. 

Example: They have $5.00 and each word is worth $.10-They can’t write more than fifty words. 

Time Frame

· One   45-minute period introduction and begin research

· One   45-minute period to conduct research

· One   45-minute period to present the debate

Objective

· Students will identify important individuals and issues associated with the annexation of Texas to the United States.

· Students will apply critical-thinking skills to identify points of view.

· Students will apply critical-thinking skills by analyzing information in summarization.

· Students will communicate in oral presentations.

Materials Needed

· Internet access

· Reference books

· U.S. Annexation Oval and Texian Annexation Oval

