Statehood Procedures

Engaging Activity

· Write the word “Annexation” on the board. Ask the students to brainstorm …
1. Have you heard of this term before?

2. What does it mean?
· After the students have an understanding of the word, ask them the following questions:
1. In what situations might annexation be applied?
2. How does annexation have anything to do with Texas history?
3. How did Texas become a state?
· Tell the students that in our activity today we are going to identify some of the individuals involved in the annexation of Texas by the United States.
Procedure

· This activity may be done as an introductory lesson to the annexation of Texas or as a culminating activity.

· This activity may be done at learning stations throughout the room, or the students, working in groups, could remain at their desks.

· The students will read the various printed articles from the Handbook of Texas to determine “Who Am I?”

· After reading the articles, the students will write the name of the individual on their “Who Am I” answer sheet. 

· After all “Who Am I’s?” have been identified, have a class discussion over what the students learned about each individual.

· The students should then play “Don’t Break the Piggy Bank.” The students are told that they have “X” amount of dollars. They are to write a summary about what they learned from today’s activity and each word they write is worth “X” amount of cents. They can’t break the piggy bank by writing more words than they have money for. 

Example: They have $5.00 and each word is worth $.10-They can’t write more than fifty words. 

Time Frame

· 45-minutes to one hour

Objective

· Students will identify important individuals associated with the annexation of Texas to the United States

· Students will apply critical-thinking skills by analyzing information in summarization.

Materials Needed

· Copies of the “Who Am I?” cards – printed on cardstock and laminated

· Copies of the Handbook of Texas Online  articles

· http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/AA/hda3.html
· http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/JJ/fjo42.html
· http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/AA/far2.html
· http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/EE/fel9.html
· http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/HH/fhe14.html
· http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/DD/fdu2.html
· http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/LL/fla15.html
· http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/HH/fho73.html
· http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/WW/fwh8.html
· http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/MM/fmu14.html
· “Don’t Break the Piggy Bank” handout

